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—— Summary

Japanese star anise is widely used as a funeral plant. It anise toxicity. An 82-year-old woman who ingested extract
contains the neurotoxin, anisatin, which noncompetitively of Japanese star anise leaves to attempt suicide was present-
inhibits y-aminobutyric acid receptors. All parts of the plant ed to the emergency department with generalized seizure.
contain a toxin, which is often accidentally consumed be- Her blood test and head computed tomography were unre-
cause it appears similar to the Chinese star anise. Although markable. The seizure was easily stopped by the administra-
a few case reports of accidental ingestion have been report- tion of midazolam and there were no sequelae. Clinicians
ed, cases of suicide attempts are very rare. Here, we de- should be aware of Japanese star anise as a causative agent
scribe a case of generalized seizure caused by Japanese star of poisoning.




